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SUBJECT: Interview with John Whitten (8)

could subject him to criminal penalties inl . He stated on
several occasions, should his affiliation nown, he would
have to leave On other occasions, he stated that he
would turn himself iIn to the jauthorities and offer his
services as a consultant to tHeé police or intelligence service.
He obviously was extremely distraught and was voicing what he
believed were his options should his name be released by the
Board, although he had not decided on a particular course of
action. On the other hand, Mr. Whitten was adamant that no
matter what happens he would never betray the CIA by telling
anyone about his work as an intelligence officer. (S)

5. By the end of the evening, Mr. Whitten stated that he
felt much better about the state of events. On several occasions,
I had assured him that CIA was doing everything to protect him
and Gunn had stated he would argue for his protection to the
Board. He clearly loocked upon Gunn and I as his allies in this
process and even stated that he had a "wonderful" day talking to
us. We left him, I believe, feeling happy and confident all would

" turn out well. (s)

6. After our meeting with Whitten, I spoke with Gunn

- about how this issue would be handled by the Board. Gunn
believed that it was more than likely that the Board would agree

., to protect him and that he would make the strongest argument he

could to them. The Board will make its decision in it's next
meeting in mid-May. Gunn did not think it would be necessary for
anyone from CIA to come down to that meeting. We agreed that

; should the Board make the reprehensible decision of releasing

Whitten's name, that we could not imagine a stronger case on

" which to brlng an appeal to the President. (S)
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24 April 1996

‘MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD‘
 SUBJECT: Interview with John Whitten (S)

1. On 22 April 1996, from agproximately 1000 to 1600,
Jeremy Gunn, General Counsel of the JFK Revi , and I spoke
with Mr. John Whitten at the U.S. embassy ir ~Gunn
conducted the interview by showing Whitten various documents and
his prior testimony before the HSCA. Mr. Whitten was eager to
"help the Board in any way he could and even offered to come to

the US if need be. Gunn concluded that it would probably not be
ruseful to take Whitten's deposition at a later date. Although
Whitten had in general a good memory, Gunn felt he did not add
.anything of significance to his prior testimony before the HSCA.
After the interview, Mr. Whitten took us to his apartment and
"then later to a restaurant with his wife. We left Mr. Whitten

"about 1900. (8) -

2. Mr. Whitten was extremely worried and upset about the
release of his name and on several occasions in the interview was
on the verge of tears. Although I was expecting him to be angry
‘with CIA and. the. Board, instead, he clearly felt hurt and
betrayed. His obvious physical problems add to this feeling of
being vulnerable. ~Physically he is not well; he is paralyzed on

. .... his left side .and.has-great--difficulty walking. On-a -map;-he i -
" pointed out his apartment and indicated what he believed to be ...
‘serious threats to his safety should his affiliation with CIA
'} 5 A "~ Withi bl o] S apartment. he pointed

O 0. ADS nen ]

I K HéfthénApdinted~out”“J'
"these places to us when we went to his apartment. He made it
~’clearkth?t)there was no way he could defend himself from any
-attack. (S8 p ‘ T

3. Mr. Whitten also stated that he has been retired for
almost as long as he worked for the CIA, and that he has a
complete i rent life now in} P He and his wife have
lived in approximately 25 ye .. He is a member of '
various and art societies. He sings in a prominent
Men's Choir. He has published various articles on music
ecialty is Johann_Strauss). He has received many medals

?fgr his work in the arts 'which we saw when we went to
his apartment. (S) ~ : '

‘ 4. Mr. Whitten is also greatly i out the fact that
he committed perjury i residency by
stating he worked fo € believes this =

CL BY: Vi
CL REASON: 1.5(c¢) .
E . o S - DECL ON: X1 =~
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could subject him to criminal penalties lnEEii:ijz;l He stated on
wn, he would

services as a consultant to the police or intelligence service.
He obviously was extremely distraught and was voicing what he
believed were his options should his name be released by the

-Board, although he had not decided on a particular course of
‘ actlon. On the other hand, Mr. Whitten was adamant that no

. matter what happens he ‘would never betray the CIA by telling
. anyone about hlS work as an 1nte111gence officer. (S). i

5. By the end of the evening, Mr. Whitten stated that he
felt much better about the state of events. On several occasions,
I had assured him that CIA was doing everything to protect him

-~ and Gunn had stated he would argue for his protection to the
| Board. He clearly looked upon Gunn and as his allies in this
- process_and even stated that he had a "wonderful" day talking to

us. We left him, I believe, feeling happy and confident all would
turn out well. (8) , : ‘

6. After our meeting with Whitten, I spoke with Gunn

about how this issue would be handled bg thehBoard.d Gumild
at the Board wou agree

to protect him and that he would make the strongest argument he

rcould to them. The Board will make its decision 1n(&El§)next

meeting in mid-May. Gunn did not think it would be nécessary for

;anyone from CIA to come down to that meeting. We agreed that :
-~ should the-Board-make the-reprehensible decision.of-releasing-—= ="
, Whitten's name,vthat we_could not imagine a stronger case on .. ... .. .
"which to bring an appeal to the President. (S)
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24 Bpril 1996

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD
SUBJECT: Interview with John Whitten (S)

‘ - 1. On 22 April 1996, from agprox1mately 1000 to 1600,

, Jeremy Gunn, General Counsel of the JFK Review Board, and I spoke
with Mr. John Whitten at the U.S. embassy inj E Gunn -
conducted the interview by showing Whitten ve ocuments and

- his prior testimony before the HSCA. Mr. Whitten was  éager to

_help the Board in any way he could and even offered to come to

~the US if need be. Gunn concluded that it would probably not be

. useful to take Whitten's deposition at a later date. Although
Whitten had in general a good memory, Gunn felt he did not add

i anything of significance to his prior testimony before the HSCA.

. After the interview, Mr. Whitten took us to his apartment and

- then later to a restaurant with his wife. We left Mr. Whitten

about 1900. (S) -

2. Mr. Whitten was extremely worried and upset about the
release of his name and on several occasions in the interview was
on the verge of tears. Although I was expecting him to be angry

"with CIA and the Board, instead, he clearly felt hurt and
'betrayed. His_obvious physical problems add to this -feeling of -
being wvulnerable. ‘Physically he is not well; he is paralyzed on
his left side and has great difficulty walklng -On-a map, he::
pointed out his apartment and indicated what he believed to be
serious threats to his safety should his affiliation with CIA

-become _known. Within a block of his apartment, he pointed out

Py -y L™y & Le=3 @ 3 hI\JJ.LII.—!:u A4t 4

THESe PILace 5 US WHSH We Wel 5 apartment. He made it
.clear that there was no way he could defend himself from any
attack. (8) \ :

3. Mr. Whitten also stated that he has been retired for

.almost as long as he worked for and that he has a
complete -different life now 1i He and his wife have
lived if ] ]approx1mately 25 years. He is a member of
musical and art societies. He 51ngs in a prominent :

ﬂi;fi:ijMen s Choir. He has published various articles on music
(his specialty is Johann_Str He has received many medals
for his work in the arts hich we saw when we went to
his apartment. (S) _

' 4. Mr. Whitten is also_greatly i bout the fact that
he committed perjury applvin residency by
stating he worked for X e believes this
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could subject him to criminal penalties in | | He stated on
several occasions, should his affiliation become known, he would

have to leaveﬁ:::%;;j. On other .occasions, he stated that he
would turn himself in to the authorities and offexr his
services as a consultant to the police or intelligence service.
He obviously was extremely distraught and was voicing what he
believed were his options should his name be released by the

Board, although he had not decided on a particulaxr course of

action. On the other hand, Mr. Whitten was adamant that no
matter what happens he would never betray the CIA by telling
anyone about his work as an intelligence officer, (S)

5. By the end of the evening, Mr. Whitten stated that he
felt much better about the state of events. On several occasions,
I had assured him that CIA was doing everything to protect him
and Gunn had stated he would argue for his protection to the
Board. He clearly looked upon Gunn and(I/as his allies in this
process and even stated that he had a "wonderful" day talking to
us. We left him, I believe, feeling happy and confident all would
turn out well. (8) . .

6. After our meeting with Whitten, I spoke with Gunn
about how this issue would be handled by the Board. Gunn
believed that it was more than likely that the Board would agree
to protect him and that he would make the strongest argument he

- could to them.  The Board will make its decision in (it'g next

meeting in mid-May. Gunn did not think it would be nécessary for
anyone from CIA to come .down to that meeting. We agreed that
should the Board make the reprehensible decision of releasing ---
Whitten's name, that we could not imagine a stronger case on

. which to bring an appeal to the President. (S)
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MEMORANDUM FOR:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

| CATEGORIES:

" Document displayed with Header, Body, and Footer zones
" Print this cable

SECRET
: 20 November 1995

Eleanor Neiman

Per our telecon, hereis a copy of the cable that came in on Friday

f from Vlennaj

Categorize cable

ROUTE COMMENTS:

[ - .
ROUTE SUBJECT: RESPONSE FOR JFK ASSASSINATION RECORDS COLLECTION ACT

P
I -
j o = —
o SUBJECT: RESPONSE FOR JFK ASSASSINATION RECORDS COLLECTION ACT
T = e S T e
@. "DIRECTOR 493642 95 2040015
[ B. DIRECTOR 493658 95 20400607
TEXT:
1. ACTION REQUIRED: NONE, FYI. ) o
/ /
/} )‘
// /
/ "!
\
N ——————— " _nNov 14, 1995 ““

SECRET |
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I OBJECT VIOLENTLY TO THE REVELATION OF MY NAME REGARDLESS OF
THE LAW. HERE ARE SOME REASONS:

1. I EMIGRATED TO|

|_JI USED MY RETIRED STATE COVER BOTH TIMES, THEREBY )

r

MY OLD FRIENDS IN HIGH

—PLACES WHO MIGHT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO PROTECT ME HAVE ALL RETIRED OR,

EVEN MORE, DIED. USTICE IS NOTORIOUSLY IMMUTABLE. DO YOU

2. LIVING SINCE RETIREMENT) N\

/ﬁ/‘/M\

“PERSONALLY KNOWN T0] MANY
REPORTERS AND RADIO FIGURES. I SUFFERED A DISABLING STROKE IN
DECEMBER 1993 AND MY WIFE AND I, BOTH 75, CAN CONTINUE TO EXIST HERE
BECAUSE OUR 2000 SQ. FT. APARTMENT IS WITHIN WALKING DISTANCE OF 2
POST OFFICES, SEVERAL SMALL SUPER MARKETS, MY FAMILY PHYSICIAN, OUR
DENTIST, MY UROLOGIST, AND AN EYE DOCTOR AND OPTICIAN. WE ARE
WITHIN WHEEL CHAIR DISTANCE OF THE CONCERT HALLS AND THE OPERA.
WHERE CAN YOU DUPLICATE THIS FOR ME?

[ S— e

. —
‘T AM B

AN — R ————

4, ; IS FULL OF ISLAMIC TERRORISTS. THERE HAVE BEEN SEVE
ASSASSINATIONS, EVEN OF A CITY COUNCILMAN, BY THEM IN RECENT YEARS.
UNDER! LAW, I, AS A FOREIGNER, CANNOT EVEN GET A PISTOL
LICENSE.  YOU MUST XNOW ABOQUT THE KIDNAPPING AND KILLING OF OUR
COLLEAGUES AROUND THE WORLD.

4. I HAVE TWICE TESTIFIED BEFORE HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES ABOUT
THE KENNEDY ASSASSINATION. THEIR FULL REPORTS SIMPLY CALLED ME THE
"DESK OFFICER" AND THAT HAS SEEMED TO SATISFY EVERYONE. NEEDLESS TO
SRY, IF YOU DO EXPOSE MY NAME, I WILL NOT EVER TALK TO ANY
JOURNALISTS OR SO-CALLED HISTORIANS.

5. IF MY NAME IS EXPOSED, I WILL OBVIOUSLY HAVE TO LEAVE VIENNA,
WITH THE WHOLE HOUSE FULL OF FURNITURE, PICTURES, LIBRARY, CLOTHING,
ETC. WHICH I PACKED AND PAID TO HAVE MOVED OVER HERE IN 1983.
BECAUSE OF MY STROKE, I WILL BE UNABLE TO DO ANY PACKING AND THE
MOVE WILL BE VERY EXPENSIVE. WHERE CAN I RESETTLE IN A 2000 SQ FT.
APT. SO CONVENIENTLY LOCATED.

6. MY WIFE AND I LOVE LIVING HERE FOR MANY REASONS, AND LEAVING
WOULD BE A CRUEL AND NEEDLESS FATE.

7. I REGARD THIS LAW AS DISHONORABLE AND UNWORTHY OF THE UNITED
STATES OF RMERICA. IF YOU DECIDE AGAINST ME, I WANT TO APPEAR
BEFORE THE BOARD AND EVEN THE PRESIDENT, WHOM I HAPPEN TO ADMIRE. I
WILL PAY MY OWN WAY BACK TO DO SO. I SERVED IN WWII AND NEVER
SPARED MYSELF; IN THE OUTFIT I WORKED HARD, WAS FEARLESS IN DEALING
WITH MY SUPERIORS (CORD MEYER AND DICK HELMS CAN TESTIFY TO THAT)
AND MY ADVERSARIES. I WOULDN'T EVEN THINK OF THREATENING TO EXPOSE
THINGS TO PRESSURE YOU. I WILL BE EMPLOYING AN ATTORNEY OR TWO,
FAMILIAR WITH OUR AFFAIRS, TO REPRESENT ME. I WILL NOT DENY, THAT I
CONSIDER YOU AND EVERYONE ELSE IMPLEMENTING THIS LAW TO BE ENGAGING
IN DISHONORABLE CONDUCT, UNWORTHY OF OUR GOVERNMENT SERVICE.

SECRET
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9. I HAVE INVESTED ABOUT $50,000 IN MY APARTMENT, IN KEY MONEY AND
IMPROVEMENTS,. IF I LEAVE, I WILL LOSE ALL OR MOST OF THIS. OUR
LAST MOVE TOEVIENN COST ME ABOUT §$15,000 IN SEA FREIGHT AND
INSURANCE. ILL NEVER GET ON MY KNEES AND ASK TO BE MADE WHOLE IF
YOU EXPOSE ME, BUT I MAY REPORT T0 THE COURTS. I AM A RETIRED
MEMBER OF THE VIRGINIA BAR.

10. LET ME REGALE YOU WITH AN EXAMPLE OF HOW THE HISTORIANS
MINDLESS DRIVE TO KNOW EVERYTHING CAN LEAD TO A PROUD COUNTRY'S
DISGRACING ITSELF. »DURING WWII WHEN WE WERE'INTERROGATING@G RMAN.
POW'S, WE PROMISED
; IR-GUTS, = "ALL BELIEVED WE WERE BEING HONEST.
25 YEARS AFTER WWII THE BRITISH DECLASSIFIED ALL THE ADI(K) REPORTS
{THAT'S WHAT THEY WERE CALLED, AND EVEN THE "ROOM CONVERSATIONS,"™
TRANSCRIPTS OF THE CONVERSATIONS POWS HAD IN THEIR ROOMS, EVEN

- INCLUDING THE EXTREMELY VALUABLE SPEECHES MADE BY HIGH-RANKING
'LUFTWAFFE OFFICERS TO THEIR HIGH~RANKING FELLOW POW'S AT
"COCKFOSTERS® MANSION. NEWCOMERS WERE VISITED BY THE OLD HANDS FOR
A MONTH TO MAKE SURE THEY WEREN'T STOOL PIGEONS, BEFORE THEY WERE
GIVEN THE PRIVILEGE OF ADDRESSING THEIR FELLOW OFFICERS ON SOME
IMPORTANT ASPECT OF THE WAR. THE EXCELLENT BRITISH MIKES

ALL UP.

IN RECENT YEARS, AT LEAST ONE LUFTWAFFE VETERAN ASSOCIATION,
THAT OF J.G.2, THE RICHTHOFEN GESCHWADER, SENT PEOPLE TO LONDON TO
GET COPIES OF THE INTERROGATION REPORTS OF THEIR PILOTS. - THEY DID
IT CHRONOLOGICALLY AND WERE S0 SHOCKED AT THE VAST AMOUNT OF VITAL
DATA REVEALED BY THEIR BUDDIES THAT, IN ACUTE REVULSION, THEY
STOPPED LOOKING. I ASSUMED THEN THAT “EVERYONE®" HAD "TALKED," WHICH

I8 TRUE. - '

11. I AM 75 YEARS OLD PARTLY PARALYZED ON MY LEFT SIDE FROM A
STROKE IN DEC. 1993. 1 WAS NEARLY FULLY REHABILITATED WHEN, IN MAY

- 1994, I WAS HIT BY CONSTANT MUSCLE SPASMS ALL UP AND DOWN MY LEFT
SIDE. THIS RATHER RARE CONDITION, BASICALLY A SUDDEN SUPER-HUMAN
TIGHTENING OF ALL THE MUSCLES, WITH AFTER EFFECTS LASTING UNTIL THE
NEXT SPASM, HAVE MADE IT INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT FOR ME TO STAND UP,
WALK, OR EVEN SIT UP FOR VERY LONG. 1IN A FEW DAYS, WHEN ALL THE
MANY MEDICINES ARE HERE, WILL BEGIN A 20-WEEK HOMECPATHIC CURE FOR
THE SPASMS UNDER DR. SCHRAMM, A LEADING SPECIALIST HERE. I CAN'T
VERY WELL LEAVE FOR 20 WEEKS.

YOU WILL BE CONTACTED MOMENTARILY BY ONE. OF MY ATTORNEYS. I
- WILL ALSO BE IN TOUCH WITH MY CONGRESSMAN AND SENATORS. .

WITH BITTER RESOLVE,
(SIGNED — REF B IDEN)

3. REF IDEN HAD ALSO ATTEMPTED TO PUT THE ABOVE INTO

"CABALESE, "™ BUT BECAME TOO TIRED TO FINISH IT. NONETHELESS, REF
IDEN ALSO REQUESTED THAT THE CONTENTS OF THIS MESSAGE ALSO BE PASSED:

. SECRET
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1. SAW SUBJ IN HIS APT NOV 14. CORDIAL

,,,,,,, 2. REASONS: SUBJ HAS EMIGRATED PRIVATELY TO7
[ |

WCUVERED“FUR"HIH“NUW—DEKD"_"WUUEﬁfFEéE—_CANDAL TRIAL, JAIL, AND
DEPORTATION.

3. SUBJ PROMINENT IN LOCAL MUSIC CIRCLES, RADIO, TV, AND POLITICS
AND MILITARY, GREAT SCANDAL POTENTIAL.

4. SUBJ INVESTED 50 THOUSAND DOLLARS IN APT AND WOULD LOSE IT'IN'
HURRIED DEPARTURE, PLUS EXPENSE OF MOVING EFFECTS TO %1, AND OWHN
FARES. '

5. SUBJ NOW 75 HAD CRIPPLING STROKE DEC 923. WIFE ALSO 75 ABLE TO
CARRY ON BECAUSE STORES, DENTIST, DOCTOR, UROLOGIST OF SUBJ, POST
OFFICE ALL IN WALKING DISTANCE OF APT. CANNOT DUPLICATE THIS IN Z1.

6. SUBJ WOULD BE ENDANGERED BY ISLAMIC GROUPS HERE WHO HAVE
ASSASSINATED SEVERAL INC%,QNE CITY COUNCILMAN. EMBASSY GETS
THREATENTNE DEANE CATI.C

7. SUBJ HAS TESTIFIED FULLY BEFORE HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES,
TERMED "DESK OFFICER," OWN ROLE MINOR. ALTHO PUT IN CHARGE OF
AGENCY INVESTIGATION BY HELMS THEN DDO, HIS WORK WAS SABOTAGED BY
ANGLETON WHO WITHHELD HUNDREDS OF BEST FBI REPORTS AND CONFERRED
DAILY WITH FBI WITHOUT PRESENCE OF SUBJ, ALL IN FLAGRANT VIOLATION
OF HELMS ORDERS.

8. SUBJ AVERS HE WILL NEVER THREATEN TO EXPOSE AGENCY. EVEN IF
SURFACED WILL DENY EVERYTHING. .

4., FILE: 785-120-034.
CL BY: ‘618711}
CL REASON: 1. 5(0)

DECL ON: X1
DRV FROM: HUM 4-82.

END OF MESSAGE SECRET

CC:

SECRET
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Subj: On Scelso testimony
Date: Oct12 TueSun 19961995 18:46 EDT
- From: 74030.30Z22@CompuServe COM
X-From:. 74030.302Z2@Compuderve COM {ed dolan)
To, dickkovareaol.com (Dick Kovar)

Dick, this is what Chuck Briggs requested.

Date: 06-0¢1-96 0236 EDT
From: [The name of this person is unimportant]
Subj: Ex-CIA Agent Adds Fuel to Kennedy Assassination Fire

Ex-CIA Agent Adds Fuel to Kennedy Assassination F ire
By Michael Dorman
(C) 1996, Newsday

The chief CIA investigator of President John F. Kennedy's assassination has
testiffed that another high CIA official - noted for seeking conspiracies -
disobeyed orders in repeatedily conferring with the Warren Commission shortly
after the murder. The witness also safd a colleague once told him that the CIA
official, the late

James Angleton, "has ties to the Mafia”

Almost 33 vears affer the assassination, the identity of the witness, who held
various top-secret CIA jobs, is considered so sensitive that federal authorities
insist on withholding his true name. He is known only by the alias “John
Scelso.”

while Scelso testified before the House Select Committee on Assassinations in
1978, his 192-page testimony was kept secret until now. It has just been sent to
the Natfonal Archives by the Assassination Records Review Board, a federal -
agency that screens assassination documents and makes public those that do not
endanger national security.

Sceiso's testimony, which criticized operations of the CIA, FBI, Secret Service
and other agencies, ltkely will renew debates, especially among conspiracy
theorists, on the assassination and how it was investigated.

when Kennedy was assasSmatea on Nov. 22, 1963, Scelso was chief of a CIA
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branch

responsible for operations in Mexico and Central America. Richard Helms, the CIA
chief of clandestine services and later the agency's director, placed Scelso in
charge of the assassination investigation. Angleton, a counterintelligence
offictal with close ties to FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover, “immediately went

into action to do all the Investigating,” Scelso testified, criticizing the

move sharply.

“Helms called a meeting at which Angleton and a lot of others were present and
told everybody that | was in charge and that no one should have any

conversations with anyone about the Kennedy case without my being present -
which was violated from the word "go’ by Angleton, who dealt with the FBI and
the warren Commission and (warren Commission member and former CIA Director
Alferd Dulles nimself, ... Angieton ignored Helms' orders. | tried to get Helms

to make him obey and Heims said, You go tell him."”

Angleton, who died in 1987, spent much of his career searching for conspiracies
- believing that there was a Communist mole in the CIA - and was presumed by
other CIA officers to have tried to press a conspiracy theory on the warren
Commission. The commission found no evidence of a conspiracy. Angleton was
Tired

in 1975, Years later, a moie was found - Aldrich Ames - but he had entered the
CIA after Angleton's dismissal.

At one point in the 1978 House testimony, committee attorney Michael Goldsmith
asked, “Do you have any reason to belleve that Angleton mlght have had ties to
organized crime?”

“Yes," replied Scelso, who 1s now retired and lives abroad, government sources
sald. He sald the Justice Department once asked the CiA to determine the true.
names of people holding numbered bank accounts fn Panama because the Mafia was
hiding Las Vegas “skim” money there, “"We were in an excelient position to do
this and toid them so - wh ereupon Angleton vetoed it and said, ‘That is the
bureau's (FBI's) business. " Scelso said he discussed the situation with

another CIA officer. "And he smiled a foxy smile and said, ‘Well, that's

Angleton's excuse. The real reason 1s that Angieton himself has ties to the

Mafia and he would not

want to doubie-cross them.””

On another subject, Scelso gave Kennedy conspiracy theorists a slight plece of
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ammunition. A Soviet defector, Yuri Nosenko, was known to have told
fnvestigators. that Lee Harvey Oswald - identiffed by the Warren Commission as
Kennedy's assassin - was not a Soviet agent, But Scelso sald: | Iater heard
that Nosenko was discovered to have been dissembling, nof being on the level,
That Information was imparted to me by CIA officers.”

Based on the information CIA headquarters had on Oswald before the assassination
- ¢hiefiy that he had been in the Marine Corps and defected to the Soviet Unfon,
then returned - Scelso said he saw no reason to pay him special heed. “Oswald
just seemed to me to be a small-potatoes defector,” he said. But he conceded

that significant information about Oswald - known to CIA agents in Mexico City,
for examplie - had not reached headquarters before the assassination.

it dealt chiefly with Oswald's visits to the Soviet and Cuban embassies In
Mextco City and his attempts to obtain a Cuban visa two months before the:
assassination. Scelso said the information failed to reach wWashington because of
simple overwork and bureaucratic delays in the Mexico City office. He revealed
that ail the outside telephone lines at the Soviet and Cuban embassies were
tapped by American agents and that calis Oswald made to them were recorded.
After Oswald was arrested, Scelso revealed, agents compared audiotapes made
while he was In custody with the wiretaps and determined that he was the same
man who had visited the embassies.
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